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What happens when something dies?

Lifc on Earth is remarKable. Almost 9 million different species

of animals, plants and other living things share our planet. A fox,

a fir tree and a fungus may seem very different from one another,

but they are made of the same ingredients — the building blocKs of life.

The building blocKs of life

Just as hundreds of thousands of words can be spelled with the same 26
letters, all living things are made up of fewer than 30 types of particles,
combined in different ways. Living things need a supply of thesc particles
to survive, to grow bigger and to repair injuries. Plants get them from air.
water and soil. They usc the energy from sunlight to turn particles into food.
Animals get them from air, water and the food they cat. Along with energy,
the building blocKs of life are passed up food chains.

What is death?

It seems strange, but death is a part of the cycle

of life on Earth. Living plants and animals breathe, move,
grow, feed, get rid of waste. reproduce, sense and respond

to the world around them. When a living thing dics, these
processes stop. The plant or animal no longer breathes,
moves, grows or feels what is happening around them. Only
the building blocKs of life are left behind. After a life ends,
a process called decomposition begins. This recycles the
particles so they can be used by other living things.
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What is decomposition?
Decomposition is a natural process that begins inside
the cells of a plant or animal that was once alive.
Millions of tiny creatures, called microbes, live on and
inside plants and animals. These microbes do all sorts
of useful jobs while & plant or animal is alive. When
it dies, the microbes begin breaKing it
down and releasing the building blocKs
of life back into the
environment. This
doesn’t hurt the
plant or animal because
it is not alive anymore.
Lots of different creatures help with
decomposition, too. Invertebrates, such as
mites and carthworms, and larger creatures
such as scavenging birds use the dead plant
or animal for food.
Insects visit to lay eggs. When the eggs hatch,
their larvae will have the energy and nutrients
they need to live and grow. The dead plant or
animal becomes a mini ecosystem buzzing with
new life that is nourished by the old life.
The work done by each decomposer
is tiny, but together they play a very
important role in the cycle of life. As they
feed and grow, decomposers also respire
(breathe) and produce waste of their
own. This returns nutrients to the air
and soil, where they can be used by
other plants and animals

The cycle of life
LiKe leaves that fall from a tree in autumn, a dead plant
or animal will gradually disappear, but their particles

do not vanish. They are returned to the soil and the air.
They are soaKed up by roots and taKen in by leaves,
becoming a part of new leaves, flowers. branches and
seeds. They are passed up the food chain, where they
may become a part of bees buzzing in a garden or birds
soaring in the sKy. In nature, nothing goes to waste.

Death is not just an end
No single plant or animal lives forever, but
decomposition means that their particles
will go on to be a part of new life. Just
as water cycles from clouds to the sea and
back to the sky, the building blocKs of
lifc are constantly on the move, from the
environment to living, moving, breathing
creatures, and bacK again,

A death is the cnd of onc life, but it
is also the beginning of many more.
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A bushy tail.
A flash of fire.
The soft pad of sooty paw
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Rabbits nibble fresh
green shoots.
Then freeze.

Ears stiffen.
Noses twitch.

Fox creeps,
then leaps!
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In the frost-covered forest of e

a mission to find food for her cubs. As

ly spr

1g, fox is on
they grow.
she teaches them how to survive in the wild.

Until one day, fox dies . ..

But what happens then? Can new life grow from old?

Evocative and visually breath-taKing, this extraordinary
narrative shows that a scientific understanding of death is
no less beautiful and awe-inspiring than traditional storics.
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Follow fox,
ears pricKed, nose to ground.
She's caught a scent.
Don't maKe a sound.
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Follow fox through the trees,
between the railings, along the road.
While the city rests,
fox finds food that doesn’t move.
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An arc of rust-red fur.

But her prey has gone.
Fox pads on.

T






OEBPS/images/page-016.jpg
Follow fox
under the fence,

across the garden

and into her dar
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Listen!

Above the rush of tyres,
the swoosh of a train,

B ke patter of rain.,

- hears three small barks.
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In a few weeKs,
the cubs are bigger, bolder. %,
They are ready to play. %

Near their den. f 3 A
where it’s safe . .. . 4“ 3

* '
they somersault,
chase and stumble,

1\ /AN

tug of war,
rough and tumble.
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Where fuzzy grey cubs
wait for their feast.
From bird. from plants,
from water, from air
tlow the things foxes need

to live and grow.






OEBPS/images/page-019.jpg
&
- == ( Head over tail,
v » & gekKering as they go.
¢
. 4






OEBPS/images/page-021.jpg
bulldozing beetles
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along the road,

and through the trees.
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under the fence,
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Watch fox,

, hose to ground.

She’s caught a scent.
Don’t maKe a sound.
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... fox hears a strange new sound.
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Success!
After playing tug of war,
hungry fox cubs hunt for more.
Until . . .
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But fox gets caught In dazzling lizhis

The car brakes.
Too late.
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Follow fox
Run backK home.

Three cubs dash across the road
to safety on the other side





OEBPS/images/page-001.jpg
-

A

4A—t\\

L‘ f—

A !‘ )

- ﬁ\
:&,_,»,"F) \
Li
| f
)
'L,
o1y
\«

@





OEBPS/images/page-002.jpg





OEBPS/images/page-003.jpg
18 NOV 2000

Richmond upon Thames Libraries
Renew online at www.richmond.gov.uk/libraries

LONDON BOROUGH OF
%/ RICHMOND LPON THAMES

UM





OEBPS/images/page-004.jpg
A






OEBPS/images/page-005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page-006.jpg
For Nick and our cubs. Harry. Joey and Oscar
-ILMT

For my dear friend Amalia, a sunny joyful companion
~D.E.

LONDO)]
L o mgms

90710 000

PBLOOMSBURY CHIT DR
Bloorasbury Publishin
50 Betfurd Squse, London, WC1B 3D, UK.

BLOOMSBURY, BLOOMSBURY GIILDREN'S BOOKS and the Diana loga
‘are tradcmarks of Bloomsbury Publishing Ple

First published in Great Bricain 2020 by Bloomsbry Publishing Ple

Text copyright  Isabe! Tho
© Dasiel

Hiustrations copyri uéus, 2020

i right wnder the Copyright,
s Author and Dlpstrator of ths work

sdeced or transmitied in any
Jwtocopying, recordiug, or any
fon In writing from the publishers

information storage or rerieval system, withou prior pen
A catalage recore:for this hoak s availaiie from the Brirish Tabeary
ISBN: 970-1-5266-0077-5

24681097551

Privied an

edin Ghina by Lea Paper Products Lid

All papers used by Bloomshury Publich ral xecyclable products from wood

evonen in well managed freses, The i environmental

regulations of the counry of origin

o find out marc 2l

our authors and books visit wwwloomsbiiey.com
ad sign wp for our nessletiers






OEBPS/images/page-007.jpg
Fox

A Circle of Life Story

Daniel Egnéus

BLOOMSBURY
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
LONDON OXFORD NEW JGRY. NEWBELHI SYDNEY





OEBPS/images/page-008.jpg
The ground is frozen.
The branches are bare.
Dead leaves crunch underfoot.

But looK closely. Listen carefully.
Life is stirring in the shadows.
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Fox curls up,
her heartbeat slows,
her last breath hangs in the air.
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As summer turns to autumn
and fallen leaves decay . . .
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Three cubs looK around,
sniff the ground,
Wesitaterie

then pad back home.
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BackK to earth, to plants, to air
flow the tiny particles
that were once a fox.
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Flies and beetles visit too, ! lh
laying their eggs

where they Know

»
brand new life can
feed and grow.
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Mites and magpies
taKe their share.
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Just as winter turns to spring,
new life flows from old.
As every particle that once was fox
finds a new place in the world . . .
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... in grass, in trees, in rabbits, in bees,
in daffodils dancing in the breeze.
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When the world seems still
and the branches are bare
and dead leaves lie all around.

LooK closely. Listen carefully.
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Life is everywhere.
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Death is not just an end,
but a beginning.
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